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Please take this sheet with you when you leave. 
 
 

This Sunday - Trinity 5 
8:30 am Holy Communion at Laughton (BCP – Page 164) 
10.30 am Morning Prayer at Chalvington  
Both led by Revd Steve Osei-Mensah 

Bible Readings for Morning Prayer 
Old Testament - Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67 
So Abraham’s servant said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. The 
Lord has blessed my master abundantly, and he has 
become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver 
and gold, male and female servants, and camels and 
donkeys. My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in 
her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. And 
my master made me swear an oath, and said, “You must 
not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, in whose land I live, but go to my father’s 
family and to my own clan and get a wife for my son.” 
‘When I came to the spring today, I said, “Lord, God of my 
master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the 
journey on which I have come. See, I am standing beside 
this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and 
I say to her, ‘Please let me drink a little water from your jar,’ 
and if she says to me, ‘Drink, and I’ll draw water for your 
camels too,’ let her be the one the Lord has chosen for my 
master’s son.” 
‘Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, 
with her jar on her shoulder. She went down to the spring 
and drew water, and I said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 
‘She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, 
“Drink, and I’ll water your camels too.” So I drank, and she 
watered the camels also. 

‘I asked her, “Whose daughter are you?” 
‘She said, “The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom 
Milkah bore to him.” 
‘Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her 
arms, and I bowed down and worshipped the Lord. I 
praised the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had 
led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my 
master’s brother for his son. Now if you will show kindness 
and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, 
so I may know which way to turn.’ 
So they called Rebekah and asked her, ‘Will you go with 
this man?’ 
‘I will go,’ she said. 
So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with 
her nurse and Abraham’s servant and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her, ‘Our sister, may you 
increase to thousands upon thousands; may your 
offspring possess the cities of their enemies.’ 
Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and mounted 
the camels and went back with the man. So the servant 
took Rebekah and left. 
Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living 
in the Negev. He went out to the field one evening to 
meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels 
approaching. Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She 
got down from her camel and asked the servant, ‘Who is 
that man in the field coming to meet us?’ 
‘He is my master,’ the servant answered. So she took her 
veil and covered herself. 
Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. Isaac brought 
her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married 
Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and 
Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
The Gospel - Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
‘To what can I compare this generation? They are like 
children sitting in the market-places and calling out 
to others: ‘“We played the pipe for you, and you did not 
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.” 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 
“He has a demon.” The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, “Here is a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” But wisdom is 
proved right by her deeds.’ 
At that time Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased 
to do. 
‘All things have been committed to me by my Father. 
No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him. 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



Next Week 
Sunday 12th July 
10.30 am Holy Communion at Ripe 
Led by Revd Frank Fox-Wilson (Steve is away.) 

Rectory News 
This Sunday we follow the ongoing story of Isaac as he got 
married to Rebeccah and started his own family. Everyone 
loves a wedding (!)- All the preparation that goes into the 
day and the anticipation of life for the married couple 
going forward. 
Of course, in Isaac’s case there was a twist - the first time 
he really met his bride to be was just before his wedding! 
In our Gospel reading we are reminded especially amidst 
life’s surprises that there is one who is never surprised - 
the Lord our God. As we commit our way to him, we can 
find that his plans for us - and the work he has for us to do 
- fit us uniquely and perfectly. 
We have been reminded once again this week with the 
news of the earthquake in Venezuela and the ongoing 
conflict in the Ukraine that for many people - life is so 
uncertain. Let us encourage one another to pray for those 
facing the unknown and to be an encouragement to those 
the Lord puts us with who need reminding of his presence 
and care. 
Funeral 
The funeral of Mrs Doreen Gladys Ellen Slot (known of 
course as Ellene) will be at Laughton at 1:30 pm on 
15th July and, as I will be in Scotland, Rev David Farey is 
kindly taking the service. I know Ellene and her husband 
were stalwart members of Laughton in years gone by so I 
hope many will feel they can attend the service. 
Steve 
rev.stephen.osei-mensah@outlook.com 

Churchwardens Update 
It was a pleasure to be able to be part of the Laughton 
Festival and Fête last weekend. Laughton church was full 
of beautifully arranged flowers. The children decorated the 
church so well – nearly every nook and cranny were filled 
with their flowers, caterpillars, etc., and there were also 
beautiful displays by the ‘more senior’ members of our 
community. A big thank you to all who contributed flowers 
and to those who so lovingly arranged them. And just how 
many caterpillars were there?! Answers on a postcard… 
Also, a belated thank you to the flower arrangers and 
cleaners for making Ripe church look so beautiful for the 
Patronal services on Sunday 21st June. 

Prayer 
The Bible reveals that this world is not ultimately governed 
by presidents, prime ministers, rulers or dictators. They 
only appear to rule. The people who truly shape the course 
of this world are those who know how to pray. 
Derek Prince 
‘10 Minutes of Prayer at 10.10’ 
If you can, please join Maggie to spend a short time in 
prayer before the service. Pray for those leading the 
service and undertaking duties of welcoming, reading, 
leading intercessions, and providing refreshments.  
Please also pray for the congregation - newcomers as well 
as regular worshippers, and that our friendship and 
fellowship will be blessed. 

Our Parish Prayers 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank you that we can come to you when we feel weary 
and burdened, and you promise to give us rest for our 
souls.  
In a world where there is so much confusion and discord 
help each of us to recognise your truth, to welcome your 
guidance, and to live in a way that shows your wisdom is 
right. 
Fill us with your peace and our hearts with your kindness, 
so that together we may reflect your love to everyone we 
meet. We pray that you would bless parish community. 
Strengthen those who are weary, comfort those who feel 
alone, and guide those who are searching for your hope. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Forthcoming Events 
Future “The News of the Hour” Bible Study Dates 

July 20th What must I do? Mark 8:27-10:52 
July 27th He overturned the tables: Mark 11&12 
Sept 7th When will these things happen? Mark 13 
Sept 21st The Hour has come: Mark 14-15:39 
Sept 28th He is not here: Mark 15:40 – 16:8 

Visiting Us for the First Time? 
Welcome – it is good that you have been 
able to join with us today. If you would like 
more information about our parish, please 
visit www.lrcchurches.co.uk. 
 

Feedback 
We hope that you find the ‘Weekly Sheet’ helpful. It is 
collated by Maggie Teager and Martin Chilvers. 
If you have any feedback, please speak to Steve  
or the churchwardens or direct to us at 
LRC-WeeklySheet@outlook.com. Many thanks. 
The Weekly Sheet is also available each week by email. 
If you would like to be added to the circulation list, please 
email your request to the above email address. 
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