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LAUGHTON, RIPE & CHALVINGTON

Three Churchesinthe Heartof Rural East Sussex

Weekly Sheet

Sunday 27" September

Please take this sheet with you when you leave.

This Sunday - Trinity 17
8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Laughton

10.30 am Morning Prayer at Laughton
Celebrating creativity and Creation

Both services led by Revd Steve Osei-Mensah.

Bible Readings
Old Testament Exodus 17:1-7
Water From the Rock

The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of
Sin, travelling from place to place as the Lord
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. So they quarrelled with
Moses and said, ‘Give us water to drink.

Moses replied, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you
put the Lord to the test?’

But the people were thirsty for water there, and they
grumbled against Moses. They said, ‘Why did you bring us
up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock
die of thirst?’

Then Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What am | to do with
these people? They are almost ready to stone me.

The Lord answered Moses, ‘Go out in front of the people.
Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. | will
stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the
rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.

So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he
called the place Massah and Meribah because the
Israelites quarrelled and because they tested the Lord
saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Matthew 21:23-27

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Authority of Jesus Questioned

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was
teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him. “By what authority are you doing these
things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”

Jesus replied, “l will also ask you one question. If you
answer me, | will tell you by what authority | am doing
these things. John’s baptism—where did it come from?
Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say,
‘From heaven,” he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the
people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”

So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

Then he said, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am
doing these things.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Next Week

6.30 pm Monday 28" September at The Rectory, Laughton
“The News of the Hour” Bible Study

Sunday 4" October
8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Laughton

11.00 am Harvest Festival Family Service at Ripe
Led by Rev Steve Osei-Mensah

12.30 pm Harvest Lunch at Ripe village hall

Rector’s Report

It’s a great joy this Sunday morning to reflect a little on the
rural countryside and creation theme that was picked up
on in our Artwave exhibition this year. We will have some
time in our service to do this and some hymns and music
that resonates with that theme. A very warm welcome to
any who are joining us for the first time because of that
exhibition.

In our Old Testament story series today, we see the
continued grumbling and questioning by the Israelite
community of Moses. A similar theme emerges in the
gospel passage as Jesus had his authority questioned
even though many acknowledge he was a great teacher.

Often times in the Bible God seems to get the blame or the
questioning when the reality is that the people concerned
are just not able to understand what He is doing or how he
works! Sometimes they are too impatient to even listen.

As we will reflect in our service creation, including the
animal life around us and the rural life many of us enjoy,
has pointers to the one who created it. The point atissue is
whether we are able to perceive the creator’s hand in what
we find all around us and come to him with whatever
questions we may have, and listen to His answer / His
word.

Steve Oseij-Mensah



Churchwarden S Update

12.30 pm on Sunday 4" October
at Ripe Village Hall

‘Everyone is very welcome

No charge for the lunch*

For more info and to ‘book in’ visit
www.lrcchurches.co.uk

Harvest Festival church services:
8.30 am Holy Communion in Laughton and
11.00 am Family Service in Ripe
with the help of the children at Ripe Nursery School
Come with jthout attending the service beforehand
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:[ll:LR‘ : *Please note: The lunch is free, but there will be an
opportunity to make a donation towards covering the

LAUGHTON RIPE &CHALVINGTON cost of hall hire, etc, and a gift to St. Wilfrid’s Hospice.
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Our Harvest Lunch together is next week, and we hope
that everyone will be able to come along. It’s a great
opportunity to invite family, friends and neighbours to join
us for lunch — coming to the Harvest Festival service in the
church beforehand is not a requirement, but it would be
nice if they did!

Children from Ripe Village Nursery will be joining us. They
are going to sing a couple of songs and design some
artwork for the church.

Joan is, once again, kindly organising things, and needs

offers of food for the meal and help settings things up, etc.

Please email her at the address below.

For catering purposes, if you wish to come along,
please email Joan to let her know as soon as possible:
hester.joan@btinternet.com

Thank You!

Prayer

If you can, please spend a short time in prayer at

before the service to pray for:

Those leading the service and undertaking duties of
welcoming, reading, leading intercessions, and providing
refreshments.

The congregation - newcomers as well as regular church
family - that our worship, friendship and fellowship
together will be blessed.

Forthcoming Events

Ripe Harvest Festival Family Service and
Harvest Lunch at Ripe village hall
©See update on the left.

Future “The News of the Hour” Bible Study Dates
(Please note the change in dates for the final two
meetings.)

Sept 28 The Hour has come: Mark 14-15:39

Oct 26t He is not here: Mark 15:40 — 16:8

V|S|t|ng Us for the First Time?

Welcome —itis good that you have been
able to join with us today. If you would like
more information about our parish,
please visit www.lrcchurches.co.uk.

Feedback

We hope that you find the ‘Weekly Sheet’ helpful. Itis
collated by Maggie Teager and Martin Chilvers.

If you have any feedback, please speak to Steve
or the churchwardens or direct to us at
LRC-WeeklySheet@outlook.com. Many thanks.

The Weekly Sheet is also available each week by email.
If you would like to be added to the circulation list, please
email your request to the above email address.
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